LET THE NATIONS BE GLAD!

Tie ultimate goal of God in all of history is to uphold and display his
glory for the enjoyment of the redeemed from every tribe and tongue
and people and nation. His goal is the gladness of his people, because
God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him. Delight is
a higher tribute than duty. The chief end of God is to glorify God and
enjoy his glory forever. Since his glory is magnified most in the God-
centered passions of his joyful people, God’s self-exaltation and our ju-
bilation are one. The greatest news in all the world is that God’s ulii-
mate aim to be glorified and man’s aim to be satisfied are not at odds.

Worship

The goal of missions, therefore, is the gladness of the peoples in the
greatness of God. “The Lorb reigns, let the earth rcjoice; let the many
coastlands be glad!” (Ps. 97:1). “Let the nations be glad and sing for
joy!” (Ps. 67:4). The missionary command to be happy in God is sim-

ply a command for the consummation of praise. Professed praise of

God without pleasure in God is hypocrisy.

Therefore, worship is the fuel and the goal of missions. Worship is
the goal of missions because in missions we aim to bring the nations
into the white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory. It is the fuel of missions
because we can’t commend what we don't cherish. We can'’t call out,
“Let the nations be glad!” until we say, “I rejoice in the Lord.” Missions
begins and ends in worship.

Prayer

This means that God is absolutely supreme in missions. He is the
beginning and the end. He is also the one who sustains and empowers
the entire process. “From him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be glory forever” (Rom. 11:36). God’s moment-by-mo-
ment sustaining of the Christian movement preserves his supremacy,
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because the one who gives the power gets the glory. Let him who
serves serve “by the strength that God supplies—in order that in ev-
erything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:11).

This is why God has ordained prayer to have such a crucial place in
the mission of the church. The purpose of prayer is to make clear to
all the participants in missions that the victory belongs to the Lord.
“The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but the victory belongs
to the Lorn” (Prov. 21:31). Prayer is God’s appointed means of bring-
ing grace to the world and glory to himself. “Call upon me in the day
of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me” (Ps. 50:15).
“Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son” (John 14:13).

Prayer puts God in the place of the all-sufficient Benefactor and puts
us in the place of needy beneficiaries. Therefore, when the mission of
the church moves forward by prayer, the supremacy of God is manifest
and the needs of Christian missionaries are met. In prayer, he is glori-
fied and we are satisfied. “Until now you have asked nothing in my
name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full” (John 16:24).
The purpose of prayer is the Father’s fame and the saints’ fullness.

Suffering

God himself is the [ullness we live on and the fountain of life that
we commend in missions. He is our treasure. His “steadfast love is
better than life” (Ps. 63:3). Therefore, the greatness of his worth is
seen most clearly when we are willing to give up our lives for the sake
of his love. We measure the worth of a treasure by what we will gladly
give up in order to have it.

Suffering alone proves nothing, but suffering accepted because of
the “surpassing worth of knowing Christ” and losses embraced in or-
der to “gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8) prove that Christ is supremely valuable.
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you. . .. Re-
joice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven” (Matt. 5:11-12).
The extent of our sacrifice coupled with the depth of our joy displays
the worth we put on the reward of God. Loss and suffering, joyfully
accepted for the kingdom of God, show the supremacy of God's glory
more clearly in the world than all worship and prayer.
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Theretore, God ordains that the mission of his church move for
ward not only by the fuel of worship and in the power of prayer but
also at the price of sulfering. “If anyone would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Mark 8:34). “A ser-
vant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will

also persecute you” (John 15:20). “If they have called the master of the
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his house-
hold” (Matt. 10:25). “The Son of Man must suffer many things” (Mark
8:31). “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” (John
20:21). “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves”
(Matt. 10:16). “I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake
of my name” (Acts 9:16).

Is Knowing Christ Crucial?

Because the price is so high, one may well ask, Is it really necessary?
If the goal of God in history is to uphold and display his glory for the en-
joyment of the redeemed, may it not be that he will redeem people with-
out missions? Could people come to praise the true God from hearts of
saving faith while still ignorant of Jesus and his saving work? Could na-
ture or other religions lead people into eternal life and joy with God?

The biblical answer we have seen is no. It is a stunning New Testa-
ment truth that since the incarnation of the Son of God, all saving
faith must henceforth fix on him. This was not always true. Before
Christ, the people of Israel focused faith on the promises of God
(Rom. 4:20) summed up in a coming Redeemer. And the nations were
allowed to walk in their own ways (Acts 14:16). But those times were
called the times of ignorance. (Acts 17:30).

_ With the coming of the Son of God into
the world, Christ was made the conscious center of the mission of the
church. The aim of missions is to “bring about the obedience of [aith
for the sake of his' name among all the nations” (Rom. 1:5). God’s will
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is to be g]oriﬁed in his Son by 1;1aking him the center of all missionary e ey g 6505l Sl 095 (S oy et g )lda

proclamation. The supremacy of God in missions is affirmed biblically 4 5 .
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by affirming the supremacy of his Son as the focus of all saving faith.
Peaple or Peoples?

Therefore, in all likelihood, Jesus did not send his apostles out
with a general mission merely to win as many individuals as they
could but rather to reach all the peoples of the world and thus to
gather the “sons of God” who are scattered (John 11:52) and to call
all the “ransomed from every tongue and tribe and people and na-
tion” (Rev. 5:9), until redecmed persons from “all the peoples praise
him” (Rom. 15:11).

Thus, when Jesus says in Mark 13:10 that “the gospel must first be
proclaimed to all nations [panta ta ethné],” there is no good reason for
construing this to mean anything other than that the gospel must
reach all the peoples of the world before the end comes. And when
Jesus says, “Go and make disciples of all the nations [panta ta ethnél”
there is no good reason for construing this to mean anything other
than that the missionary task of the church is to press on to all the un-
reached peoples until the Lord comes. Jesus commands it, and he as-
sures us that it will be done before he comes again. He can make that
promise because he himself is building his church from all the peo-
ples. All authority in heaven and on carth has been given to him for
this very thing (Matt. 28:18).

Since the eternal destiny of every individual hangs on knowing
Christ and embracing him gladly as the highest value of life, is then
the task of missions to maximize the number of people redeemed or
the number of peoples reached? The biblical answer is that God's
call for missions in Scripture cannot be defined merely in terms
of crossing cultures to maximize the total number of individuals
saved.? Rather, God’s will for missions is that every people group be
reached with the testimony of Christ and that a people be called out
for his name from among all the nations. It may be that this definition
of missions will, in fact, result in the greatest possible number of
white-hot worshipers for God’s Son. But that remains for God to de-
cide. Our responsibility is to define missions his way and then obey.
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The ultimate goal ol God in all of history is to uphold and display his
glory for the enjoyment of the redeemed from every tribe and tongue and
people and nation. The beauty of praise that will come to the Lord from
the diversity of the nations is greater than the beauty that would come to
him if the chorus of the redeemed were culturally uniform or limited.
Moreover, there is something about God that is so universally praisewor-
thy and so profoundly beautiful and so comprehensively worthy and so
deeply satisfying that God will find passionate admirers in every diverse
people group in the world. His true greatness will be manifest in the
breadth of the diversity of those who perceive and cherish his beauty. The
more diverse the people groups who forsake their gods to [ollow the true
God, the more visible God’s superiority over all his competitors.

By focusing on all the people groups of the world, God undercuts
ethnocentric pride and throws all peoples back upon his free grace
rather than on any distinctive of their own. This humility is the [lip
side of giving God all the glory. Humility means reveling in his grace,
not in our goodness. In pressing us on toward all the peoples, God is
pressing us further into the humblest and deepest experience of his
grace and weaning us more and more from our ingrained pride. In do-
ing this, he is preparing for himself a people—from all the peoples—
who will be able to worship him with free and white-hot admiration.

Therefore, the church is bound to engage with the Lord of glory in his
cause. Il is our unspeakable privilege to be caught up with him in the
greatest movement in history—the ingathering of the elect from every
tribe and language and people and nation until the full number of the
Gentiles comes in and all Tsrael is saved and the Son of Man descends
with power and great glory as King of kings and Lord of lords and the
earth is full of the knowledge of his glory as the waters cover the sea for-
ever and ever. Then the supremacy of Christ will be manifest to all, and
he will deliver the kingdom to God the Father, and God will be all in all.

The above text is from pages 231-234 and 188 of the book

LET THE NATIONS BE GLAD!
THE SUPREMACY OF GOD IN MISSIONS

Author: John Piper

The Farsi version of the entire book is available from www.persianwo.org
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The Spread of Christianity

orld mission was, from the earliest days, an
international movement born during an international
prayer meeting. The following were present at this

historic prayer meeting in Antioch when the church’s first
international missionary venture was launched: (s 13.1)

<

Barnabas — a man from Cyprus, an island in the
Mediterranean

Manaen — a Greek

Simeon — a black African

Lucius — a north African

Saul — a Jew from Tarsus
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Black & white, Jew and Gentile, the first

missionaries TO the world were people FROM many

parts of the world.
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From the Upper Room to the Ends of the Earth

In 2000 years of church history the church of Jesus Christ has
indeed moved from the Upper Room to the ends of the earth!

Africa

e In 1900, there were only 9 million Christians in Africa.
Today there are over 335 million! Today there are
more Christians in Africa than there are in North
America.

Asia

e Tradition tells us that Thomas took the Gospel to India
during the first century. Early missionaries took the
Gospel to China in the 7" century. Today, China
claims well over 100 million Christians. South Korea
is nearly 1/3 Christian. There is a strong Christian
witness throughout Asia.
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Europe

e Since Emperor Constantine established Christianity as
the state religion in A.D.313, Christianity has been the
dominant religion of the West, although religious
pluralism and secularism are on the rise. Currently
there are more than half a billion Christian adherents in
Europe and Russia.

The Americas

e By 1800, there were 5 %2 million Christians in North
America and 15 million Christians in Central and
South America. Today there are over 200 million
professing Christians in North America and about 476
million in Central and South America.

A World-Wide Community of Believers

e The world population has multiplied 3.7 times since
1900. During the 20™ century, the percentage of the
population in North America that is Christian has
remained fairly constant. In Europe, Christians have
not kept pace with the population, growing only one-
and-a-half times. But in Asia, the number of Christians
has multiplied almost 15 times during the past 100
years, and in Africa by an astonishing 38.3 times!
Christianity became a truly global movement during
the 20™ century.

A Global Missionary Movement

It is estimated that 60% of the world’s missionaries are now
from nations other than the West!

In 1990, South Korea had sent out 2,000 missionaries. By
2000, the number grew to nearly 11,000!

The Chinese house churches have committed to send 100,000
missionaries into the least evangelized portions of the world —
the Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim regions of Asia and the
Middle East. Many have already gone.
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e In Nigeria, Over 3,100 Nigerian missionaries serve with 110
mission agencies in over 50 [ands.

Christianity is a truly global religion!

I’s Harvest Time!

e Patrick Johnstone, author of Operation World, has said, “We
are living in the time of the largest ingathering of people into
the Kingdom of God that the world has ever seen.”

Recent statistics indicate that the Church of Jesus is increasing by:

20,000 per day in Africa

15,000 per day in India

10,000 per day in Latin America

and in China, 500,000 to 100+ million since 1950

e Christianity is growing by 115,000 per day worldwide. It has
been estimated that each week, 5,600 new churches are being
planted around the world.

This gives us great reason to praise God. The Holy Spirit is
working mightily!

The Unfinished Task

Nevertheless, the task of global evangelization is far from
completed! The command of Christ to “GO!” is still as urgent as
ever.

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not
heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to
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them? And how can they preach unless they are sent?”
(Romans 10:13-15a)

In spite of the gains of the past two
thousand years, there is still much to be
done!

ala CWpd osbiw 4yl jr AxS hey 4K 5 Thely 0ol 5 Ll 65
c;l.h}_.::é.gj.uaaga QJLZ{ éﬁ)\.ﬂﬁﬁ&hislﬁ‘g‘ C#l%_',«ta-s\fﬁ.mlgjs.a

.JC-A.:UA aa}n _95,_9

Let’s identify the unfinished task in more specific detail.
The world’s population currently numbers 6.3 billion people.
e 2 billion claim Christianity as their religion.

e Qur unfinished task is to impact 4.3 billion lost souls
with the message of Christ. Of that number:

v" 1.3 billion have heard, but not accepted, the Gospel.

v" 1.4 billion have no understanding of the Gospel
even though it has penetrated their culture.

v" 1.6 billion are “unreached”, which means they
have little or no access to the Gospel.

To put this in another way:
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o 2 billion people have said, “Thank you, Jesus!™

e 2.7 billion people have said, “No thank you, Jesus!”

o ‘LB billion neonle still sav. “Whao is Jesus?”

2,5 e 680 0l g e Ko Sle 4
I 1..,;.:.—.. ok 1S A s L YV
g ez S0 ilazaf L8 oyl ¥

(S (gogd g o o 550 5 5l 7

To be effective and strategic in reaching these people with the
Gospel, we need to understand who and where they are.

Unreached People Groups

We are to preach the Gospel to every unreached people group living
within every geographic region. Heaven will be populated with those
from “every tribe, language and people and nation.” (Revelation 5:9)
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1.

What is a “people group”?

Simply put, a people group is a group that is bound together
because of a common culture, language, values and socio-
economic or ethnic identity.

With the help of anthropologists, we have been able to identify
13,000 people groups. They are found in the 238 countries of
the world.

Example:

e India — one political “country” with a population of more
than 1 billion people. However, within this country there
are 1,652 languages, and over 4,600 people groups.

When Jesus said in Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations,” the word translated “nations” is the
Greek word “ethne”. It is defined by culture and language. We
must share the message in the language, word pictures, and social
customs of their culture rather than expecting them to adapt to our
terminology and context in order to understand the Gospel.

Though people groups may live near each other or in some cases
may even share the same geographic territory, they nevertheless
may remain largely separated from each other because of
historical, ethnic, tribal, linguistic, economic or cultural factors.

2. What makes a people group “unreached?”

A group is considered “unreached” when there is no Christian
witness among them, or where is not an indigenous Christian
community within that group of sufficient size to complete the
task of evangelizing the rest of that group without outside
assistance.

For all practical purposes, these unreached groups have:

e No “church” in their culture or their people group

e No Bible in their language or dialect
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Though they are found all over the world, 85% of the unreached _ ‘ .
people groups live in an area that stretches across Africa, Asia and ol Tr Ve ooy 1 0Tl 5 Ll S e aila ol Ll

the Far East. We call this the 10/40 Window. Dl wBly Fe 4y Ve 0oty cal 53 et e S5 058 e

Four major non-Christian religious groups reside in this area: Ol —

Muslims / Hindus / Buddhists / Animists. i
j -

The majority of the world’s poor live in this area. b alog—
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When is a people group considered reached?
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Summary
sdo Mo
1. We live in a day of great harvest. The Holy Spirit is being
poured forth in increasing measure S5 A P e et R R C R i P 1A
A e B

2. Yet, two thirds of the world, or 4.3 billion people have yet to

respond to the Gospel. Bl gl itin el by B T Rt L Dl purani St
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3. We know where those who have not accepted the Gospel live . = ' i By
and we know something about them peioe Wl sl plaser
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4. We know that nothing has changed in God’s heart. God desires - o g
that all experience the life transforming power of the Gospel. Py g2 Jendl adiS hds 56 b ol S5
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5. It has been 2000 years. Why is it taking so long? What can we i st
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Workshop 12

Which people groups are the least reached in your country?
What are the barriers to reaching these with the Gospel?
Which groups do you personally interact with?

What could you do to help reach these groups with the Good
News?

‘What is the current situation in your country in regards to
sending missionaries to other regions/nations?

The above 7 pages of text is from training material from the
organization
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